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its legitimate share in commerce and political influence.
Whether that struggle will be peaceful or warlike only the
future will reveal. We can only hope that reason and
friendliness will prevail sufficiently to allow it to be peaceful,
and recent events seem to show that this hope will be realised.

As has already been pointed out, the geographical
position of Japan gives her a great advantage, not only
from a commercial but also from a military and naval point
of view. If we look at the marvellous Pacific coast-line of
Asia, stretching from Singapore to Vladivostock, with the
vast countries of Siberia, Korea, China, the Philippines and
the neighbouring islands, with Australia and British India
within comparatively easy reach, and then turn to the
opposite Pacific coast of America, stretching from Alaska
to Patagonia, with the vast countries of Canada, the United
States, South America, and the rest, and imagine the
population which will be in them by the end of this century
and the possible developments of trade and industry, we
are almost overwhelmed by the potentialities of the position.

The factors in the problems connected with the Pacific
area are both numerous and complex, and space will allow
us to mention the more important of them Factoreinthe
only. There are, of course, first of all, the great problems of the
developments in every department of national cl c area"
life which have taken place in Japan and the consequent
high position which she has won for herself among the great
nations of the world. In the preceding chapters an outline
has been given of the more important of these developments,
and of the international relations of Japan. In this chapter
we will consider some of the new problems with which she
has been confronted on the Pacific, especially in Formosa
and Korea. In the former she is carrying out a most
important scheme of colonisation and internal development,
while in the latter she has on hand what is probably one of
the most difficult problems of the day, Japan's unhesitat-
ing insistence upon her rights, her vast programme of
naval and military expansion, her increasing ambitions in